
Determine Student
Accommodations 
(All Session Types)

Next, you will review the list of SD/LEP students
with the school coordinator to determine which
students can be assessed in the regular session
with or without accommodations, assessed in a
separate session, or not assessed at all.

NAEP is a timed assessment administered in
English to groups of students. The intent is to
include all selected students. It is expected that
many students can be assessed in the regular
session. However, some students with disabilities
and some students with LEP may need an accom-
modation in the assessment and some may not
be able to participate at all.

The following pages show the Criteria for
Inclusion that schools received to use whenever
there is doubt about the assessability of a select-
ed student. The original list of students from
which the sample was selected included all 
students in the grade, regardless of whether 
or not they could participate. 

Enter Administration Codes for SD/LEP
Students Who Require Accommodations

During the call, you will need to prompt the
school coordinator to enter an Administration
Code for all students who require an accommo-
dation. The Administration Codes for students
who require accommodations are printed 
on page 3.24 and are also printed on the
Administration Schedule. You should enter 
the same Administration Code on your
Administration Schedule and check that they
match when you arrive at the school.

In all NAEP schools, accommodations will 
be offered, as necessary, for students with 
disabilities or limited English proficiency. The
accommodations each student receives must 
be specified in his/her IEP or routinely used in
testing the student. These accommodations
include, but are not limited to: extended time,
one-on-one testing, small group testing, reading
aloud to the student, bilingual dictionary, use of 
a scribe or computer to record answers, bilingual
booklets, and large-print booklets. Students who
require certain types of accommodations may
need to use a special accommodation assessment
booklet.5 Brief descriptions of the accommoda-
tions most frequently provided by NAEP are 
provided on pages 3.21-3.23.
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5 Accommodation booklets are not simpler or easier booklets. One of the regular booklets was chosen for translation and 
another for enlarging.
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Criteria for Inclusion of SD/LEP Students
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Accommodations Most Frequently
Provided by NAEP 

Bilingual mathematics booklet (Admin. Code
71) – NAEP has special bilingual mathematics
booklets available for students whose IEP
requires one. When a bilingual booklet is
open, generally one page will be in Spanish
and the facing page will contain the same
directions/questions in English. Students will
be able to answer on either the Spanish or
English side; they will not be penalized if they
answer some questions in Spanish and others
in English. Because the directions are read out
loud in Spanish, students using bilingual
books will need additional time and should be
administered in separate sessions. During the
preassessment call, you should arrange to
have someone at the school who is proficient
in Spanish read the Spanish script. This script
will be packaged with the bilingual mathemat-
ics booklet. You will need to request bilingual
booklets from NCS Pearson on an as-needed
basis immediately following the preassess-
ment call with the school. 

The bilingual booklet is only available to stu-
dents who are being assessed in math.
Therefore, if a student requires a bilingual
booklet as an accommodation, you must first
check the subject column C from the
Administration Schedule to be sure the stu-
dent has an M (math) next to his/her name. If
the student does not have an M, then he/she
must be coded with a 63 (LEP- Required
accommodation not offered) or a 65 (SD/LEP
accommodation not offered).

Bilingual dictionary (Admin. Code 72) – An
LEP student may use his/her own bilingual
dictionary or one provided by the school if
his/her IEP requires one. (NAEP will not 
provide bilingual dictionaries.) The school
coordinator should enter a note on the
appointment card to remind the student to
bring the bilingual dictionary to the session.

This accommodation is NOT allowed with
reading booklets. Therefore, if a student
requires a bilingual dictionary as an accom-
modation, you must first check the subject
column C on the Administration Schedule to
be sure the student does not have an R 
(reading) next to his/her name. If the student
has an R, then he/she must be coded with a
63 (LEP- Required accommodation not
offered) or a 65 (SD/LEP accommodation not
offered).

Large-print booklet (Admin. Code 73) – For
students whose IEP requires testing with
large-print materials or magnifying devices,
NAEP has special large-print booklets avail-
able for each grade and subject. 

You will need to request large-print booklets
from NCS Pearson on an as-needed basis
immediately following the preassessment call
with the school. For each large-print booklet
requested, NCS Pearson will package the
large-print booklet together with the same
booklet in regular size print in a zip-lock bag.
You will need to send back both booklets in
the zip-lock bag after the assessment has been
completed.
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Extended time in regular session (Admin.
Code 74) – Some students may not react well
under pressure or may have a disability that
requires them to take longer than other stu-
dents to complete tasks. Any student whose
IEP requires an extended-time accommoda-
tion may be assessed during the regular ses-
sion. He/she will be timed with the others but
will be told that following the session he/she
may go back and continue working on the
cognitive sections. The only limit for extended
time is that the student may not take more
than three times the regular time allocated for
a particular section of the booklet.6

Read aloud – The read-aloud accommodation
can be administered in three different ways,
depending on the student’s IEP requirements.

— Read aloud in regular session (Admin.
Code 75) – Some students require some
words, phrases, or sentences to be read to
them. In most cases, a student whose IEP
requires read aloud will be assessed in a
regular session but will be instructed
ahead of time by you to raise his/her hand
if he/she needs a word, phrase, or sen-
tence read aloud. You will quietly read text
to the student as requested. A student
who requires the read aloud in regular
session accommodation will use his/her
originally assigned booklet.

— Small group (Admin. Code 76) – Other 
students will require major portions of the
booklet read aloud to them. In these
cases, it is better to assess these students
together in a small group so that other
students are not disturbed by your reading
aloud. 

In a small group, all students who require
a read-aloud accommodation will be given
the same booklet version number for ease
of administration. For these cases, NAEP
has special read-aloud booklets to use in
writing and math small group sessions.
Read-aloud booklets will be prepackaged

in bundles of five booklets. If there is 
only one student who requires the small
group read-aloud accommodation, use 
the student’s originally assigned booklet.
When there is more than one student, 
you should take the necessary number 
of booklets from the read-aloud small
group accommodation booklet bundles.

You will receive bundles of read-aloud
booklets in your bulk supplies from NCS
Pearson. If additional booklets are needed,
call NCS Pearson to request them.

— One-on-one (Admin. Code 77) – In yet
other cases a student who requires the
read-aloud accommodation will need to
be assessed in a one-on-one setting, as
specified in his/her IEP. In such a case, use
the student’s originally assigned booklet.

If a student requires the read-aloud accommo-
dation, you will need to be sure to assign the
Administration Code for the way in which the
accommodation was administered: read aloud
in regular session (75), small group (76), or
one-on-one (77).

The read-aloud accommodation, in all three
forms, is NOT allowed with reading booklets.
Therefore, if a student requires read aloud as
an accommodation, you must first check the
subject column C on the Administration
Schedule to be sure the student does not have
an R (reading) next to his/her name. If the stu-
dent has an R, then he/she must be coded
with a 61 (SD- Required accommodation not
offered) or a 63 (LEP- Required accommoda-
tion not offered) or a 65 (SD/LEP accommoda-
tion not offered).

6 It is unlikely that students wil require much more time than the regular session allows because of the difficulty of the items and
because NAEP is not a “speeded” test.



Small group (Admin. Code 76) – A separate
session may be held for students who are
easily distracted or who have other difficulties
in a large group setting, if their IEPs require it.
The most common small group will be made
up of students who require the read-aloud
accommodation in a separate session (as
described above).

One-on-one (Admin. Code 77) – Some stu-
dents have IEPs that require testing in a one-
on-one environment. These may be students
with physical disabilities who are not able to
write responses to the questions. They may
take tests with the aid of a facilitator who
records their responses for them and perhaps
reads questions to them. If a student regularly
works with a facilitator provided by the
school, then that person should be available
for the assessment. Otherwise, you can serve
as the facilitator. Note that in reading ses-
sions, the questions cannot be read to the stu-
dent.

Scribe or use of computer (Admin. Code 78) –
If a student’s IEP requires the use of a scribe
or computer to record answers under regular
testing situations, it will be allowed for the
NAEP assessment. However, the student will
not be allowed to use the spell-check function
on the computer. 

Use of a scribe is not allowed with the 
writing booklet but use of a computer is
allowed. Therefore, if a student requires 
the use of a scribe as an accommodation, 
you must first check the subject column C 
on the Administration Schedule to be sure 
the student does not have an W (writing) next
to his/her name. If the student has an W, then
he/she must be coded with a 61 (SD- Required
accommodation not offered) or a 63 (LEP-
Required accommodation not offered) or a 
65 (SD/LEP accommodation not offered).

Other, specify on cover (Admin. Code 79) –
Some accommodations not listed above may
be required by the IEP of the students sam-
pled for the assessment. For instance, some
hearing-impaired students may require the
administrator to wear a small microphone or
a deaf student may require a sign language
interpreter. These types of accommodations
are also allowed by NAEP. If a student
requires an accommodation that has not been
mentioned and you have some doubt as to
whether to allow the accommodation, you
should call your NAEP supervisor for guid-
ance. After the session, note on the front
cover of the booklet the type of accommoda-
tion offered.

NOTE: Recording answers directly in the test
booklet is expected of all assessment participants
and is not considered an accommodation for
NAEP. If this is a required accommodation in a
particular student’s IEP, he/she should remain in
the regular session as long as no other accommo-
dation is required for the student.
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Administration Codes for SD/LEP Students Who Require
Multiple Accommodations 

Students who are accommodated sometimes use more than one 
accommodation. For example, a student requiring one-on-one testing 
may also require extended time or help recording answers. For this reason,
NAEP has developed codes for the primary and the acceptable additional
accommodations we expect will be used. This means that only one
Administration Code will be used even though a student may be receiving
several accommodations, as shown in the chart below.

Accommodations Most Frequently Provided by NAEP

Admin. Primary Acceptable Additional 
Code Accommodation Accommodations

71 Bilingual booklet (math only) Extended time; usually small group
or one-on-one 

72 Bilingual dictionary (not Extended time
used with reading booklet) 

73 Large-print booklet Magnifying equipment; extended time; 
usually small group or one-on-one 

74 Extended time in regular session 

75 Read aloud in regular session
(not used with reading booklet) 

76 Small group Extended time; read 
directions/questions aloud 

77 One-on-one Extended time; help recording answers; 
read aloud 

78 Scribe or use of computer Extended time
(scribe not used with writing booklet) 

79 Other – includes format or equipment 
accommodations such as a sign 
language translator, amplification 
devices, or magnification equipment 
(if provided by the school) 
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Enter Administration Codes for SD/LEP
Students Who Cannot Be Assessed

If the school coordinator determines any SD/LEP
student cannot be assessed, and therefore needs
to be excluded from the assessment, you must
prompt the school coordinator to enter one of the
REASONS FOR EXCLUSION codes in column M
of the Administration Schedule. The reasons for
exclusion (which also are printed on the
Administration Schedule) include the following
codes:

60 = SD – cannot be assessed

61 = SD – required accommodation not offered

62 = LEP – cannot be assessed

63 = LEP – required accommodation not 
offered

64 = SD/LEP – cannot be assessed

65 = SD/LEP – required accommodation 
not offered

66 = Other, specify on cover

Codes 60, 62, and 64 apply to students whose IEP
states they cannot be tested or whose cognitive
functioning is so limited that they cannot be test-
ed even with an accommodation. Codes 61, 63,
and 65 apply to students requiring an accommo-
dation that NAEP does not offer or allow. 

After entering an Administration Code, draw a
single line through the student’s name, being
sure not to obscure the name. Do not line
through any information for this student beyond
the perforation, as shown below.
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Frequently Asked Questions Regarding
SD and LEP Students

Who are the Limited English Proficiency
Students? 
There is no common operational definition used
by states to identify LEP students. A term that is
sometimes used is "English Language Learner"
(ELL), recognizing that these students are in the
process of acquiring English language skills and
knowledge. Unlike disabilities, which usually are
permanent, limited English proficiency is consid-
ered to be a transitional state. At some point, the
student will no longer be LEP or at least will be
able to receive instruction and be assessed entire-
ly in English.

The LEP student population is very diverse; these
students come from many different languages,
homes, and educational backgrounds. Although
about three-quarters of all LEP students have
Spanish as their language background, approxi-
mately 25 percent come from a great number of
other language backgrounds. In addition to great
language diversity, LEP students have diverse
educational experiences and differing amounts of
prior exposure to English. Some have good litera-
cy skills and school experiences in their native
language, others have received some or all
instruction in English, and others have poor skills
and experiences in both English and their native
language.

What Do the Laws Say about Students with
Disabilities in Relation to Large-Scale
Assessments? 
A landmark Federal law was passed in 1975, the
Education for All Handicapped Children Act. This
law guaranteed that regardless of their handicap-
ping condition, all students must be provided a
free appropriate public education in the least
restrictive environment possible. The law’s name
was changed in 1990 to Individuals with
Disabilities Education Act, or IDEA, and was
amended and reauthorized by Congress in 1997.
Two other Federal laws that have played a role in
ensuring the rights of individuals with disabilities
are: 1) Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of
1973, and 2) the Americans with Disabilities Act
(ADA) enacted in 1990. 

Who are the Students with Disabilities? 
To be eligible to receive services in the schools
under IDEA, a student must meet two criteria.
First, the child’s disability must fall within one of
the categories of eligibility: 

Mental retardation; 

Hearing impairments; 

Speech and language impairments; 

Visual impairments; 

Serious emotional disturbance; 

Orthopedic impairments; 

Autism; 

Traumatic brain injury; 

Specific learning disabilities; and

Other health impairments, such as attention
deficit disorders. 

Second, because of his/her disability a student
with disabilities must need special education and
related services to realize his/her full potential.
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Government figures suggest that about 10 
students out of every 100 are receiving special
education (U.S. Department of Education, 2000).
Currently, most students with disabilities are in 
a general education classroom and are provided
with specially designed instruction and support,
as necessary. The typical student who receives
special education often has no immediate obvi-
ous disability. He – more than half of the students
served by special education are males – is in 
elementary or middle school and has persistent
problems in learning and behaving appropriately
in school. His problems are primarily academic
and social or behavioral.

What is an Individualized Educational 
Plan (IEP)? 
The primary intent of the special education laws
passed during the past two decades has been to
require educators to focus on the needs of indi-
vidual students with disabilities. The most impor-
tant aspect of this focus is the Individualized
Educational Plan (IEP). Each public school child
who receives special education and related serv-
ices must have an IEP. Each program must be
designed for one specific student and individuals
who know the child well should design it. IEPs
contain much information related to the technical
requirements of IDEA in addition to instructional
components. 

In addition, the IEP must include within it the
accommodations and modifications needed by
the student in order to participate in the adminis-
tration of state or district achievement assess-
ments.

Many students with disabilities are included in
large-scale assessments, such as NAEP. However,
before a student can or cannot be included, the
school personnel most knowledgeable about that
student must make two types of decisions:
should he/she be exempted from the assessment,
and if not, what accommodation(s) does the stu-
dent require in order to participate in the assess-
ment.

Make Assessment
Arrangements

The final step of the preassessment call requires
you to finalize the assessment arrangements. 
You will verify with the school coordinator the
date, time, and location for each session and
check if there are any protocols that you or your
team will need to follow on the assessment day.
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