APPENDIX B. Response Rates and State Specific Notes 
NCES Common Core of Data Public-Use Local Education Agency Dropout and Completion Data File: School Year 2008–09


State-wide Item Non-Response—California, Nevada, the Department of Defense Dependents Schools (overseas and domestic), the Bureau of Indian Education, the Commonwealth of the Northern Marianas Islands, American Samoa, and Guam did not report completion data for the 2008–09 school year. 
California, Nevada, the Department of Defense Dependents Schools, the Bureau of Indian Education, American Samoa, Guam, and the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands did not report dropout data for 2008–09. Puerto Rico reported dropout counts that would have resulted in dropout rates below 1 percent, an unreasonably low rate for any state or jurisdiction, and were thereby suppressed. 
Vermont suppressed any dropout count below 10 prior to submitting data to the Common Core of Data (CCD).  This resulted in more missing data than available data.  Because of their suppression, the CCD has suppressed all dropout and completion data for the state of Vermont, for the 2008–09 school year. 

For the 2008–09 dropout data collection, it was not always possible to distinguish true zero counts of dropouts from missing data (see appendix E, Data values, for more information about zero counts and missing data). The National Center for Education Statistics (NCES) identified all districts with zero reported dropouts and a 2008–09 student membership in grades 9–12 of 400 or more students. These zero values of dropouts were changed to missing except in cases for which the state CCD coordinator confirmed that there were zero dropouts for the district. NCES also identified all districts with 20 or more students enrolled in grade 12 and zero reported diplomas. These zero values for diplomas were changed to missing unless the state CCD coordinator confirmed the reported zero. 
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