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Appendix B—Glossary

Common Core of Data, School District Finance Survey, FY 1996, SY 1995–96


This glossary applies to the school district financial survey. When applicable, corresponding 
F-33 variables are listed in brackets. For additional detail, it is suggested that the data user consult the NCES Handbook: Financial Accounting for Local and State School Systems. 
BOND FUNDS. Funds established to account for the proceeds of bond issues pending their disbursement. [e.g. W31]
CAPITAL OUTLAY. Direct expenditure for contract or force account construction of buildings, roads, and other improvements, and for purchases of equipment, land, and existing structures. Includes amounts for additions, replacements, and major alterations to fixed works and structures. However, expenditure for repairs to such works and structures is classified as current expenditure. [e.g. F12, G15, K09, K10, K11]
CASH and DEPOSITS. Cash on hand and on deposit, including any savings and other time deposits as well as demand deposits. 

CASH and SECURITY HOLDINGS. Cash, deposits, and government and private securities (bonds, notes, stocks, mortgages, etc.) except holdings of agency and private trust funds. Does not include interfund loans, receivables, and the value of real property and other fixed assets. [e.g. W01, W31, W61]

CCD. Common Core of Data. A group of public elementary-secondary education surveys of NCES. CCD data are collected from each state’s department of education, from their administrative records data systems. The CCD variable on the F-33 data file indicates whether the record matches a record on the CCD Agency (nonfiscal) Universe file. 

CENSUS STATE, NCES LOCAL REVENUE. See ‘Local Revenue - NCES Local, Census State Revenue.’
CONSTRUCTION. Production of fixed works and structures and additions, replacements, and major alterations thereto, including planning and design of specific projects, site improvements and provision

of equipment and facilities that are integral parts of a structure. Includes both contract and force account construction. [e.g. F12]
CURRENT EXPENDITURE. Expenditure for Instruction (TCURINST), Support Services (TCURSSVC), and Other Elementary-Secondary Programs (TCUROTH). Includes salaries, employee benefits, purchased services, and supplies, as well as payments made by states on behalf of school districts. Also includes transfers made by school districts into their own retirement system. Excludes expenditure for Non Elementary-Secondary Programs (TNONELSE), debt service, capital outlay, and transfers to other governments or school districts. This item is formally called “Current Expenditures for Public Elementary-Secondary Education.” [TCURELSC is the sum of: TCURINST, TCURSSVC, and TCUROTH] 

CURRENT OPERATION EXPENDITURE. A Census Bureau term. Includes expenditure for instruction, support services, other elementary-secondary programs, and non elementary-secondary programs. Excludes payments made by states on behalf of school districts and transfers by some school districts into their own retirement system. 

CURRENT SPENDING. A Census Bureau term. Includes expenditure for instruction, support services, other elementary-secondary programs, and non elementary-secondary programs. Also includes payments made by states on behalf of school districts and transfers by some school districts into their own retirement system. 
DEBT. Long-term credit obligations of the school system or its parent government and all interest-bearing short-term (repayable within 1 year) credit obligations. Excludes noninterest-bearing short-term obligations, interfund obligations, amounts owed in a trust agency capacity, advances and contingent loans from other governments, and rights of individuals to benefits from school system employee-retirement funds. [e.g. _19H, _21F, _31F, _41F, _61V, _66V]

DEBT OUTSTANDING. All debt obligations remaining unpaid on the date specified. [e.g. _41F]
ELEMENTARY-SECONDARY EDUCATION. Programs providing instruction, or assisting in providing instruction, for students in prekindergarten, kindergarten, grades 1 through 12, and ungraded programs.

EMPLOYEE BENEFITS EXPENDITURE. Amounts paid by the school system for fringe benefits. These amounts are not included in salaries and wages paid directly to employees. Includes contributions on behalf of employees for retirement coverage, social security, group health and life insurance, tuition reimbursement, workmen’s compensation, and unemployment compensation. [e.g. Z34]
ENROLLMENT. Count of pupils on pupil rolls in the fall of the school system’s fiscal year. 

The term “membership” can also used in place of “enrollment.” [e.g. V33]
EQUIPMENT. Apparatus, furnishings, motor vehicles, office machines, and the like having an expected life of more than 5 years. Equipment expenditure consists only of amounts for purchase of equipment, including both additional equipment and replacements. Expenditures for facilities that are integral parts of structures are classified as expenditure for construction or for purchase of land and existing structures. 

[e.g. K11, K09, K10]
EXPENDITURE. All amounts of money paid out by a school system, net of recoveries and other correcting transactions, other than for retirement of debt, purchase of securities, extension of loans and agency transactions. Expenditure includes only external transactions of a school system and excludes non-cash transactions such as the provision of perquisites or other payments in-kind. 

FEDERAL REVENUE (DIRECT). Aid from project grants for programs such as Impact Aid (PL 81-815 and PL 81-874), Indian Education, Bilingual Education, Head Start, Follow Through, Magnet Schools, Dropout Demonstration Assistance, and Gifted / Talented. [e.g. B10, B11, B12, B13]
FEDERAL REVENUE DISTRIBUTED BY STATE GOVERNMENTS. Aid from formula grants distributed through State government agencies. This includes revenue from such programs as:

Child Nutrition Programs. Includes revenues from National School Lunch, Special Milk, School Breakfast, and Ala Carte programs. Does not include the value of donated commodities. [e.g. C25]


Compensatory Programs. Revenues authorized by Chapter 1 of the Elementary-Secondary


Education Act (PL 89-10). Includes basic, concentration, and migratory education grants. 

[e.g. C14]
Children with Disabilities. Revenues awarded under the Children with Disabilities Act (PL 91-230). Includes formula grants authorized in Part B of this legislation but excludes project grants authorized in Part C (Early Education and Severely Disabled Programs), Part E (Innovation and 

Development), and Part G (Technical Development). Revenues from these programs exclude project grants that are included in Federal Aid (Direct). [e.g. C15]

Vocational Programs. Revenues from the Carl D. Perkins Vocational Education Act (PL 101-392). Includes revenues from Title II (Basic Grants), Title III (Community Based Organizations), Title III-B (Consumer and Homemaking Education), and Title III-E (Tech-Prep Education). 

[e.g. C19]

Other Federal Aid Distributed by the State. Includes revenues from other formula grant programs distributed through state governments, such as the Adult Education Act (Part B), Chapter 2 Block Grants sanctioned by the Education Consolidation Improvement Act (PL 100-297), Drug Free Schools (1986 Elementary-Secondary Education Act), and Eisenhower Math and Science (PL 89-10, Title II-A). [e.g. C16, C17, C18, C20]
Nonspecified Federal Aid Distributed by the State. Federal revenue amounts which pertain to more than one of the above categories but which reporting units could not break out into these categories. These revenues are included in “nonspecified” instead of “other.” [e.g. C36]
FISCAL YEAR. The 12-month period to which the annual operating budget applies. At the end of the fiscal year, the agency determines its financial condition and the results of its operations. 
GENERAL EXPENDITURE. All school system expenditure except employee retirement or other insurance trust expenditure.

GENERAL REVENUE. All school system revenue except employee retirement or other insurance trust revenue.

INSTRUCTION EXPENDITURE. Relates to the instruction function (series 1000) defined in Financial Accounting for Local and State School Systems (National Center for Education Statistics, 1990). Instruction presented under the current operation or current spending headings includes payments from all funds for salaries, employee benefits (paid only by school system if under “current operation” or paid by both school and state if under “current spending”), supplies, materials, and contractual services. It excludes capital outlay, debt service, and interfund transfers. Instruction covers regular, special, and vocational programs offered in both the regular school year and summer school. It excludes instructional support activities as well as adult education and community services. [TCURINST, E13]
INSTRUCTIONAL EQUIPMENT (Only). Includes expenditure for all equipment recorded by school systems in general or operating funds under the “instruction” function. [e.g. K09]
INTEREST EARNINGS. Interest earned on deposits and securities including amounts for accrued interest on investment securities sold. Receipts for accrued interest on bonds issued are classified as offsets to interest expenditure. Interest earnings shown under general revenue do not include earnings on assets of employee retirement systems. [e.g. U22]
INTEREST EXPENDITURE. Amounts paid for use of borrowed money. [e.g. I86]

LAND and EXISTING STRUCTURES. Expenditures for the purchase of land, improvements to land, and existing buildings including purchase of rights-of-way, payments on capital leases, title search, and similar activity associated with real property purchase transactions. [e.g. G15]
LEA. Local Education Agency, often called school districts, an education agency at the local level whose primary responsibility is to operate public schools or to contract for public school services. 
LOCAL REVENUE. Revenue raised within the boundaries of the LEA. These revenues are primarily raised through property taxes, but also come from other types of taxes and fees. [TLOCREV is the sum of: A07, A08, A09, A11, A13, A15, A20, C24, D11, D23, T02, T06, T09, T15, T40, T99, U22, and U97]
LONG-TERM DEBT. Debt payable more than 1 year after the date of issue. 

LONG-TERM DEBT ISSUED. The par value of long-term debt obligations incurred during the fiscal period concerned, including funding and refunding obligations. Debt obligations authorized but not actually incurred during the fiscal period are not included. [e.g. _21F]
LONG-TERM DEBT RETIRED. The par value of long-term debt obligations liquidated by repayment or exchange, including debt retired by refunding operations. [e.g. _31F]

NCES. National Center for Education Statistics, an organization within the U.S. Department of Education. NCES is the primary federal entity for collecting, analyzing and reporting data related to education. 

NON ELEMENTARY-SECONDARY CURRENT SPENDING. Current spending for non elementary–secondary education programs. Included in this category are community services, adult education, and other non elementary-secondary current expenditures. [TNONELSE is the sum of: V70, V75, and V80]
OTHER ELEMENTARY-SECONDARY CURRENT SPENDING. Current spending for other than elementary–secondary education instruction and support service activities. Included in this category are food services, enterprise operations, and other elementary-secondary current expenditures. [TCUROTH is the sum of: E11, V60, and V65]
PAYMENTS TO OTHER GOVERNMENTS. Payments made to school district, states, local, or municipal government agencies. These include tuition, transportation, and repayments of loans and debt service payments to entities that incur debt instead of the school system. [e.g. L12, M12, Q11] 

PROPERTY TAXES. Taxes conditioned on ownership of property and measured by its value. This includes general property taxes relating to property as a whole, real and personal, tangible or intangible, whether taxed at a single rate or at classified rates, and taxes on selected types of property, such as motor vehicles or on certain or all intangibles. [e.g. T06]
PUBLIC SCHOOL SYSTEMS. Includes independent school district governments and dependent school systems. Independent school district governments are organized local entities providing public elementary, secondary, special, and vocational/technical education. Dependent school systems are classified as sub-units of some other governmental unit such as a county, municipality, township, or the state.

PURCHASE of LAND and EXISTING STRUCTURES. Purchase of these assets as such, purchase of rights-of-way, and title search and similar activity associated with the purchase transactions. [e.g. G15]
REVENUE. All amounts of money received by a school system from external sources, or net of refunds and other correcting transactions other than from issuance of debt, liquidation of investments, or as agency and private trust transactions. Revenue excludes non-cash transactions such as receipt of services, commodities, or other “receipts in-kind.”
SEA. State Education Agency, the agency of the state charged with primary responsibility for coordinating and supervising public instruction. 

SALARIES and WAGES. Amounts paid for compensation of school system officers and employees. Consists of gross compensation before deductions from withheld taxes, retirement contributions, or other purposes. [e.g. Z32]
SCHOOL BREAKFAST and LUNCH. Payments by the Department of Agriculture under the Child Nutrition Act for school lunch, special milk, and other programs. Excludes the value of commodities transferred under this program. [e.g. C25]
SCHOOL LUNCH CHARGES. Gross collections from cafeteria sales to children and adults. [e.g. A09]
SHORT-TERM DEBT. Interest–bearing debt payable within 1 year from the date of issue, such as bond anticipation notes, bank loans, and tax anticipation notes and warrants. Includes obligations having no fixed maturity date if payable from a tax levied for collection in the year of their issuance.

STATE REVENUE. State revenue paid to the school system for any purpose, restricted or unrestricted, including the following: [TSTREV is the sum of: C01, C04, C05, C06, C07, C08, C09, C10, C11, C12, C13, C35, C38, and C39]
Capital Outlay/Debt Service. Revenue paid for school construction and building aid including amounts to help the school systems pay for servicing debt. [e.g. C11]
Compensatory Programs. Revenues for “at risk” or other economically disadvantaged students including migratory children. Also includes monies from state programs directed toward the attainment of basic skills and categorical education excellence and quality education programs which provide more than staff enhancements, such as materials, resource centers, and equipment.

[e.g. C06]

Children with Disabilities - IDEA. Revenues for the education of physically and mentally handicapped students. [e.g. C05]
Payments on Behalf of LEA. State payments that benefit school systems but are not paid directly to school systems. Includes amounts transferred into state teacher or public employee retirement funds as well as into funds for other kinds of employee benefits, such as group health, life, and unemployment compensation. This category includes state payments for textbooks and school buses that are provided to the public school systems. [e.g. C38, C39]
Staff Improvement Programs. Revenues for programs designed to improve the quantity and quality of school system staff. Examples include programs for additional teacher units, teacher benefits such as retirement and social security contributions paid directly to the school system, mentor teachers, teacher induction, staff development contracts and stipends, career ladder contracts, and salaries for specific types of instructional and support staff. [e.g. C04]
Transportation. Payments for various state transportation aid programs such as those which compensate the school system for part of its transportation expense and those which provide reimbursement for transportation salaries or school bus purchases. [e.g. C12]
Vocational Programs. Revenues for state vocational education assistance programs, including career education programs. [e.g. C09]
Other State Aid. All other state revenues which are paid directly to the school systems including funds for bilingual education, gifted and talented programs, food services, instructional materials, textbooks, computer equipment, library resources, guidance and psychological services, driver education, energy conservation, enrollment increases and losses, health, alcohol and drug abuse, AIDS, child abuse, summer school, pre-kindergarten and early childhood, adult education (excluding vocational), desegregation, private schools, safety and law enforcement, and community services. In cases where these programs are covered under state government’s general formula assistance program, revenues will be shown under “general formula assistance” instead of “Other State Aid.” [e.g. C01, C07, C08, C13]
Nonspecified State Aid. State revenue amounts which pertain to more than one of the above categories but for which reporting units could not provide distinct amounts by category. These revenues are included under “Nonspecified” instead of “other.” [e.g. C35, C13]
STUDENT MEMBERSHIP. This comprises the total student enrollment on October 1 (or the closest school day to October 1) for all grade levels (including prekindergarten and kindergarten) and ungraded pupils. Membership includes students both present and absent on the measurement day.
SUPPORT SERVICES EXPENDITURE. Relates to support services functions (series 2000) defined in “Financial Accounting for Local and State School Systems” (National Center for Education Statistics, 1990). Support services presented under the current operation or current spending headings includes payments from all funds for salaries, employee benefits (paid only by school systems if under “current operation” or paid by both school and state if under “current spending”), supplies, materials, and contractual services. It excludes capital outlay, debt service, and interfund transfers. It includes expenditures for the following functions: [TCURSSVC is the sum of: E17, E07, E08, E09, V40, V45, V90, and V85]

Business/Central/Other Support Services. Expenditures for business support, central support, and other support services. Business support services include payments for fiscal services (budgeting, receiving and disbursing funds, payroll, internal auditing, and accounting), purchasing, warehousing, supply distribution, printing, publishing, and duplicating services. Central support services include planning, research, development, and evaluation services. They also include information services, staff services (recruitment, staff accounting, non-instructional in-service training, staff health services), and data processing services. [e.g. V37, V38, V90]
General Administration. Expenditures for board of education and executive administration (office of the superintendent) services. [e.g. V15, V16, E08]
Instructional Staff Support. Expenditures for supervision and instruction service improvements, curriculum development, instructional staff training, and media, library, audiovisual, television, and computer-assisted instruction services. [e.g. V13, V14, E07]
Operation and Maintenance. Expenditures for building services (heating, electricity, air conditioning, property insurance), care and upkeep of grounds and equipment, non-student transportation vehicle operation and maintenance, and security services. [e.g. V21, V22, V40]
Pupil Support Services. Expenditures for attendance record-keeping, social work, student accounting, counseling, student appraisal, record maintenance, and placement services. This category also includes medical, dental, nursing, psychological, and speech services. [e.g. V11, V12, E17]
Pupil Transportation Services. Expenditures for the transportation of public school students including vehicle operation, monitoring riders, and vehicle servicing and maintenance. [e.g. V23, V24, V45]

School Administration. Expenditures for the office of the principal services. [e.g. V17, V18, 

E09]
Nonspecified Support Services. Expenditures which pertain to more than one of the above categories. In some cases reporting units could not provide distinct expenditure amounts for each support services category. These expenditures were included in “nonspecified” instead of “other support services.” [e.g. V85]

TAXES. Compulsory contributions exacted by a school system for public purposes, except employee and employer assessments for retirement and social insurance purposes, which are classified as insurance trust revenue. All tax revenue is classified as general revenue and comprises amounts received (including interest and penalties but excluding protested amounts and refunds) from all taxes imposed by government. School systems tax revenue excludes any amounts from shares of state imposed /collected taxes, which are classified as intergovernmental revenue. [e.g. T06, T09, T15, T40, T99]

TOTAL EXPENDITURE. Total expenditure is the sum of current expenditures, capital outlay, intergovernmental expenditures (i.e. payments to other state and local governments and other school systems), and debt service expenditures. [TOTALEXP is the sum of: TCURELSC, TNONELSE, TCAPOUT, L12, M12, Q11, and I86]
TOTAL REVENUE. The sum of compulsory revenue contributions emerging from local, state, and federal sources. [TOTALREV is the sum of: TFEDREV, TSTREV, and TLOCREV.]
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