APPENDIX D – Computation Instructions

Common Core of Data, Local Education Agency Universe Dropout and Completion Data File:

School Years 1991-92 through 1996-97


COMPUTATION OF DROPOUT RATE FIELD

Rg = Dg / Eg

Where

Rg = the dropout Rate for grade or grade range ‘g’.

Dg = the number of dropouts for grade or grade range ‘g’.  

Eg = the total enrollment in grade or grade range ‘g’.

COMPUTATION OF ENROLLMENT BASE FIELDS

1. Enrollment is not reported by grade at the agency level; enrollment on the dropout and completion file is aggregated to the agency level using the Public Elementary and Secondary Universe Survey data1. 

2.  Ungraded students within each agency are redistributed across other grades in proportion to the  graded enrollment, using following procedure:

a. Subtract the ungraded students from the total enrollment to get the total graded enrollment.

b. Compute the graded enrollment for each grade, 7 – 12, as a percentage of the total graded enrollment.

c. Increment the enrollment for each grade of 7 – 12 grades by its corresponding proportion of the ungraded enrollment (i.e. the ungraded enrollment multiplied by the percentage computed in step b).

3. For a district’s total enrollments or total dropouts computed for grades 7 – 12 and grades 9 –12, if one enrollment base field or dropout count field is missing for any one grade within these grade ranges, the totals (enrollment or dropout) for that grade range are set to missing.

4. If a district reported all M or N (missing or not applicable) dropouts, then that district’s enrollment fields were set to N (not applicable).

5. If an agency had no associated schools (such as a new agency), that district’s enrollment base fields were set to N (not applicable).

COMPUTATION OF HIGH SCHOOL FOUR-YEAR COMPLETION RATE FIELDS

	TCOMRt  =   
  
	                          TOTCOMt

	
	TOT COMt + DP12t + DP11(t-1) + DP10(t-2) + DP9(t-3)


Where

TCOMRt=   The high school four-year completion rate for year t   (e.g. 1996)

TOTCOMt   =    The number of completers for the year t      (e.g. 1996)

DP12t =   The number of dropouts for grade 12 at year t  (e.g. 1996)

DP11(t-1)=The number of dropouts for grade 11 in the prior year (t -1)   (e.g. 1995)

DP10(t-2) =The number of dropouts for grade 10 in the year (t -2)    (e.g. 1994)

DP9(t-3)     =The number of dropouts for grade 9 in the year (t -3)     (e.g. 1993)

Note:  If the dropout count for any one of the grade-year combinations is missing, then the high school four-year completion rate is treated as missing. 

1 Note: Missing enrollment data for a grade in any one school in a particular district are treated as zero.





