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Table 278. Earned degrees in the biological/life sciences conferred by degree-granting institutions, by level of
degree and sex of student: Selected years, 1951–52 to 2001–02

Year
Bachelor’s degrees Master’s degrees Doctor’s degrees

Total Men Women Total Men Women Total Men Women

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

1951–52 ............... 11,094 8,212 2,882 2,307 1,908 399 764 680 84
1953–54 ............... 9,279 6,710 2,569 1,610 1,287 323 1,077 977 100
1955–56 ............... 12,423 9,515 2,908 1,759 1,379 380 1,025 908 117
1965–66 ............... 26,916 19,368 7,548 4,232 3,085 1,147 2,097 1,792 305
1970–71 ............... 35,743 25,333 10,410 5,728 3,805 1,923 3,645 3,050 595
1971–72 ............... 37,293 26,323 10,970 6,101 4,087 2,014 3,653 3,031 622
1974–75 ............... 51,741 34,612 17,129 6,550 4,587 1,963 3,384 2,641 743
1975–76 ............... 54,275 35,520 18,755 6,582 4,497 2,085 3,392 2,663 729
1976–77 ............... 53,605 34,218 19,387 7,114 4,718 2,396 3,397 2,671 726
1977–78 ............... 51,502 31,705 19,797 6,806 4,400 2,406 3,309 2,511 798
1978–79 ............... 48,846 29,191 19,655 6,831 4,265 2,566 3,542 2,636 906
1979–80 ............... 46,370 26,828 19,542 6,510 4,098 2,412 3,636 2,690 946
1980–81 ............... 43,216 24,149 19,067 5,978 3,654 2,324 3,718 2,666 1,052
1981–82 ............... 41,639 22,754 18,885 5,874 3,426 2,448 3,743 2,654 1,089
1982–83 ............... 39,982 21,564 18,418 5,696 3,214 2,482 3,341 2,266 1,075
1983–84 ............... 38,640 20,558 18,082 5,406 2,996 2,410 3,437 2,381 1,056
1984–85 ............... 38,445 20,064 18,381 5,059 2,647 2,412 3,432 2,307 1,125
1985–86 ............... 38,524 19,993 18,531 5,013 2,616 2,397 3,358 2,229 1,129
1986–87 ............... 38,121 19,657 18,464 4,952 2,538 2,414 3,419 2,225 1,194
1987–88 ............... 36,755 18,245 18,510 4,784 2,423 2,361 3,629 2,349 1,280
1988–89 ............... 36,059 17,953 18,106 4,961 2,492 2,469 3,520 2,234 1,286
1989–90 ............... 37,204 18,312 18,892 4,869 2,395 2,474 3,844 2,394 1,450
1990–91 ............... 39,530 19,412 20,118 4,765 2,302 2,463 4,093 2,577 1,516
1991–92 ............... 42,941 20,798 22,143 4,785 2,301 2,484 4,243 2,620 1,623
1992–93 ............... 47,038 22,842 24,196 4,756 2,343 2,413 4,435 2,664 1,771
1993–94 ............... 51,383 25,050 26,333 5,196 2,465 2,731 4,534 2,690 1,844
1994–95 ............... 55,984 26,687 29,297 5,393 2,602 2,791 4,645 2,771 1,874
1995–96 ............... 60,994 28,849 32,145 6,157 2,902 3,255 4,780 2,773 2,007
1996–97 ............... 63,975 29,470 34,505 6,466 3,035 3,431 4,812 2,738 2,074
1997–98 ............... 65,868 29,589 36,279 6,261 2,981 3,280 4,961 2,852 2,109
1998–99 ............... 65,014 28,254 36,760 6,192 2,839 3,353 4,619 2,669 1,950
1999–2000 ........... 63,532 26,504 37,028 6,198 2,773 3,425 4,867 2,722 2,145
2000–01 ............... 60,553 24,549 36,004 6,344 2,689 3,655 4,600 2,572 2,028
2001–02 ............... 60,256 23,612 36,644 6,205 2,616 3,589 4,489 2,500 1,989

NOTE: Includes degrees in biology; biochemistry and biophysics; botany; cell and mo-
lecular biology; microbiology/bacteriology; zoology; and other biological sciences. Data
for 1998–99 were imputed using alternative procedures. (See Guide to Sources for de-
tails.)

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics,
Higher Education General Information Survey (HEGIS), ‘‘Degrees and Other Formal
Awards Conferred’’ 1970–71 through 1985–86 surveys, and Integrated Postsecondary
Education Data System (IPEDS), ‘‘Completions’’ survey, 1986–87 through 1998–99, and
Fall 2000 through Fall 2002 surveys. (This table was prepared August 2003.)

Table 279. Earned degrees in biology, microbiology, and zoology conferred by degree-granting institutions, by
level of degree: Selected years, 1970–71 to 2001–02

Year
Biology, general Microbiology 1 Zoology 2

Bachelor’s Master’s Doctor’s Bachelor’s Master’s Doctor’s Bachelor’s Master’s Doctor’s

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

1970–71 ............... 26,294 2,665 536 1,475 456 365 5,722 1,167 1,107
1971–72 ............... 27,473 2,943 580 1,548 470 351 5,522 1,189 1,094
1975–76 ............... 40,163 3,177 624 2,927 585 364 6,105 1,153 909
1976–77 ............... 39,530 3,322 608 2,884 659 325 5,608 1,168 950
1977–78 ............... 37,598 3,094 664 2,695 615 353 5,139 1,160 885
1978–79 ............... 35,962 3,093 663 2,670 597 395 4,913 1,109 938
1979–80 ............... 33,523 2,911 718 2,631 596 376 4,374 1,078 955
1980–81 ............... 31,323 2,598 734 2,414 482 370 3,946 1,090 946
1981–82 ............... 29,651 2,579 678 2,377 470 350 3,664 1,028 936
1982–83 ............... 28,022 2,354 521 2,306 446 331 3,453 918 809
1983–84 ............... 27,379 2,313 617 2,329 447 360 3,294 867 826
1984–85 ............... 27,593 2,130 658 2,180 413 302 3,128 778 802
1985–86 ............... 27,618 2,173 574 2,217 353 336 2,940 723 844
1986–87 ............... 27,465 2,022 537 2,098 390 337 2,858 740 787
1987–88 ............... 26,838 1,981 576 2,014 357 386 2,580 725 786
1988–89 ............... 26,229 2,097 527 1,780 411 356 2,582 736 744
1989–90 ............... 27,213 1,998 551 1,814 366 409 2,501 638 810
1990–91 ............... 29,285 1,956 632 1,757 324 419 2,673 640 833
1991–92 ............... 31,909 1,995 657 1,722 336 454 2,840 620 818
1992–93 ............... 34,932 2,000 671 1,769 328 520 3,071 637 786
1993–94 ............... 38,103 2,178 665 1,841 332 478 3,207 749 805
1994–95 ............... 41,658 2,350 729 1,908 295 443 3,206 689 767
1995–96 ............... 44,818 2,606 768 2,130 324 477 3,549 815 855
1996–97 ............... 46,632 2,742 693 2,417 326 455 3,526 875 807
1997–98 ............... 47,054 2,617 809 2,781 352 438 3,723 821 819
1998–99 3 ............. 46,078 2,608 711 2,768 355 365 3,507 739 800
1999–2000 ........... 44,982 2,599 727 2,948 323 383 3,291 743 821
2000–01 ............... 42,310 2,582 780 2,694 289 386 3,119 736 694
2001–02 ............... 42,281 2,424 689 2,545 269 378 3,030 731 718

1 Includes bacteriology.
2 Includes general zoology; entomology; pathology; pharmacology; physiology; and zo-

ology, other.
3 Data were imputed using alternative procedures. (See Guide to Sources for details.)

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics,
Higher Education General Information Survey (HEGIS), ‘‘Degrees and Other Formal
Awards Conferred’’ 1970–71 through 1985–86 surveys, and Integrated Postsecondary
Education Data System (IPEDS), ‘‘Completions’’ survey, 1986–87 through 1998–99, and
Fall 2000 through Fall 2002 surveys. (This table was prepared August 2003.)


