
APPENDIX D—Computation Instructions

Common Core of Data, State-Level Public School Dropout Data File: 

School Year 2003–04

COMPUTATION OF DROPOUT RATE FIELDS

The following method is used to compute dropout rates in NCES Common Core of Data reports, unless otherwise noted. 

Rg = Dg/Eg
Where

Rg = the 7–12 dropout rate (rounded to a single decimal place) 
 

Dg = the number of 7–12 dropouts 

Eg = the 7–12 enrollment 

COMPUTATION OF ENROLLMENT BASE FIELDS

1. Enrollment is not reported by grade at the agency level; enrollment on the dropout file is aggregated to the agency and to the state level from the Public Elementary and Secondary School Universe file.

2. Ungraded enrollment within each agency is redistributed across other grades in proportion to the graded enrollment.  The following steps were used to prorate ungraded enrollments into graded enrollments:
a. Calculate the number of students in each grade (PK, KG, grade 1,…,grade 12) and the number of ungraded students by summing enrollments as reported by grade by race/ethnicity by gender.  Enrollments reported by grade by race/ethnicity by gender are reported in 1 of 5 racial/ethnic categories (American Indian/Alaska Native; Asian/Pacific Islander; Hispanic; Black, non-Hispanic; and White, non-Hispanic) and 1 of 3 gender categories (male, female, and gender uknown).

b. Create a sixth race/ethnicity count of enrollments (‘unreported race/ethnicity’) by subtracting the totals calculated in step a from the reported grade total (e.g., total PK, total KG, total grade 1,…, total ungraded).  (In CCD, states can report students in a grade total without reporting the same student in a grade by race/ethnicity by gender category).  

c. Prorate ungraded American Indian/Alaska Native, Asian/Pacific Islander, Hispanic, Black, non-Hispanic, and White, non-Hispanic students into the graded enrollments by race/ethnicity by gender counts.

d. Prorate ungraded ‘unreported race/ethnicity’ students into the ‘unreported race/ethnicity’ counts by grade.

e. Calculate each grade’s total prorated enrollment by summing prorated grade by race/ethnicity by gender counts for each of the 5 race/ethnicity categories and adding the prorated ‘unreported race/ethnicity’ grade count. 

� The rate is set to -2 (Not Applicable) if the corresponding enrollment (EBS) value is 0 (zero).  The rate is set to -1 (Missing) if the number of dropouts or the enrollment is missing.  The rate is set to -2 (Not applicable), if the number of dropouts or the enrollment is not applicable.


 


� Missing enrollment data in grade, race, or gender categories are treated as zero when calculating enrollment base fields.  Enrollment base fields are set to -2 (Not Applicable) when all detail components are not applicable.  Enrollment base fields are set to -1 (Missing) when all detail components are missing or a combination of missing and not applicable.
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