Appendix B—Glossary

This glossary applies to the Common Core of Data National Public Education Financial Survey (NPEFS). For additional detail, it is suggested that the data user consult the NCES accounting handbook, Financial Accounting for Local and State School Systems: 2009 Edition (Allison, Honegger, and Johnson 2009). When applicable, line numbers corresponding to the handbook are listed in parentheses, and corresponding NPEFS variable names are listed in brackets.

average daily attendance: Average daily attendance (ADA) is defined by state law or regulations. In their absence, ADA should be calculated by summing the counts of resident students attending public school each day of the school year and then dividing by the total number of days that school is in session during the school year. Students who reside in one state and attend public school in another state should be counted in the state where they reside. [ADA, A14A, and A14B.]

CCD: Common Core of Data. A group of public elementary/secondary education surveys of NCES. CCD data are collected from the administrative records systems of each state’s department of education.

community services: A functional category of expenditures (3300) for such services as swimming pools, day care centers, and programs for the elderly. [E81 and E82.] 

current expenditures: Funds spent operating local public schools and local education agencies, including such expenses as salaries for school personnel, student transportation, school books and materials, and energy costs, but excluding capital outlay, interest on school debt, payments to private schools, and payments to public charter schools. [TE5 is the total of STE1, STE2T, and STE3.]

debt services: A subfunction (5100) within the expenditure function “other uses” (5000).  It includes only long-term debt service with obligations exceeding 1 year. [E7A1 and E7A2.] 

direct cost programs: A category of expenditures for programs not part of public elementary and secondary education. These programs include community colleges, adult education, and nonpublic school support. [E9A, E9B, E9C, E9D, E91, and subtotal STE9. NOTE: STE9 does not include E91.]

[bookmark: _GoBack]direct program support: Expenditures made by state education agencies (SEAs) for, or on behalf of, local education agencies (LEAs). The majority of these expenditures are for teacher’s retirement funds. The remainder are for textbooks, busing, and special programs, such as education for disabled students. Although states often report these expenditures in the appropriate function, they are sometimes lumped together under the heading “direct program support,” in which case NCES distributes them by function and object after consultation with state officials. Direct program support for public elementary and secondary education is reported in the data file as zero. [E4A1, E4A2, E4B1, E4B2, E4C1, E4C2, E4D, E4E1, E4E2, and subtotal STE4. NOTE: STE4 does not include E4A2, E4B2, E4C2, E4D, and E4E2.]

employee benefits: Expenditures (200) made in addition to gross salary that are not paid directly to employees. Employee benefits include amounts paid by, or on behalf of, an LEA for retirement contributions, health insurance, social security contributions, unemployment compensation, worker’s compensation, tuition reimbursements, and other employee benefits. [E12, E222, E223, E224, E225, E226, E227, E228, E3A12, and E3B12. Variables E222, E223, E224, E225, E226, E227, and E228 sum to TE22.]

enterprise operations: A subfunction (3200) of noninstructional services (3000).  Enterprise operations are activities that are financed, at least in part, by user charges, similar to a private business. These operations are sometimes subsidized by LEAs. Food services expenditures are reported under food services, even if they are run as an enterprise. [E3B11, E3B12, E3B13, E3B14, E3B2, E3B16, and subtotal E3B1. NOTE: E3B1 does not include E3B2.]

equipment: An object subcategory (730) within facilities acquisition and construction services (4000). It includes the initial purchase of property items such as books for a newly constructed school or addition. Replacement equipment is labeled property and is reported by function. [E63] 

expenditures: All amounts of money paid out by a school system, net of recoveries and other correcting transactions, other than for retirement of debt, purchase of securities, extension of loans, and agency transactions. Expenditures include only external transactions of a school system and exclude noncash transactions such as the provision of perquisites or other in-kind payments.

expenditures from the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) funds: The Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 (ARRA, PL 111-5) provided states with additional federal funds to support public education. These funds are allocated through existing programs such as Title I, Impact Aid, and Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA), and also directly through the State Fiscal Stabilization Fund. The following seven items for expenditures from ARRA funds are collected in NPEFS:

instruction expenditures from ARRA funds: Total current expenditures for instruction from ARRA funds, including current expenditures for activities directly associated with the interaction between teachers and students, including teacher salaries and benefits, supplies (such as textbooks), and purchased instructional services. [ARRASTE1]

total current expenditures for public elementary-secondary education from ARRA funds: Include expenditures for instruction, support services, and noninstruction, functions 1000 through 3200, that are made from ARRA funds. [ARRATE5]

total current expenditures for community services, adult education, and other programs outside of public elementary-secondary education from ARRA funds: Expenditures from ARRA funds for the community services nonproperty item and direct cost programs subtotal, including Non-Public School Programs (500), Adult/Continuing Education Programs (600), and Community Services Programs (800). [ARRAE81Z]

property expenditures from ARRA funds: Include all property expenditures from ARRA funds for Instruction (1000), Support Services (2000), Food Services (3100), and Enterprise Operations (3200). [ARRATE10]

school construction expenditures from ARRA funds: Include all school construction expenditures from ARRA funds reported under Facilities Acquisition and Construction Services. [ARRASTE6]

expenditures from the Title I funds received under ARRA: Expenditures from the Title I program received under ARRA. [ARRATLEIZ]

direct program support from ARRA funds: Expenditures from ARRA funds that are made by state governments for and on behalf of school districts. [ARRASTE4]

facilities acquisition and construction services: An expenditure function (4000) that includes the acquisition of land and buildings; building construction, remodeling, and additions; the initial installation or extension of service systems and other built-in equipment; and site improvement. [E61, E62, E63, and subtotal STE6.]

federal revenues: Include direct grants-in-aid to schools or agencies, funds distributed through a state or intermediate agency, and revenues in lieu of taxes to compensate a school district for nontaxable federal institutions within a district’s boundary. [R4A, R4B, R4C, R4D, and subtotal STR4.]

food services: A subfunction (3100) of noninstructional services (3000). Food services are activities that provide food to students and staff in a school or LEA. These services include preparing and serving regular and incidental meals or snacks in connection with school activities as well as delivery of food to schools. [E3A11, E3A12, E3A13, E3A14, E3A2, E3A16, and subtotal E3A1. NOTE: E3A1 does not include E3A2.]

function: A category of expenditure defining the activity supported by the service or commodity bought.

general administration: One of nine subfunctions (2300) within the expenditure function support services (2000). It includes expenditures for the board of education and administration of LEAs. [E214, E224, E234, E244, E254, E264, and subtotal STE24.  NOTE: STE24 does not include E254.]

instruction: Current expenditures for activities directly associated with the interaction between teachers and students, including teacher salaries and benefits, supplies (such as textbooks), and purchased instructional services. [E11, E12, E13, E14, E15, E16, E17, E18, and subtotal STE1.  Variables E15 and E17 are not included in STE1.]

instructional staff support services: One of nine subfunctions (2200) within the expenditure function support services (2000). It includes instructional staff training, educational media (library and audiovisual), and other instructional staff support services. [E213, E223, E233, E243, E253, E263, and subtotal STE23. NOTE: STE23 does not include E253.]

intermediate sources of revenue: Education agencies with fundraising capabilities that operate between the state and local government levels. One example is New York’s Board of Cooperative Educational Services (BOCES). Intermediate revenues are included in local revenue totals. [R2]

local education agency (LEA): The government agency at the local level whose primary responsibility is to operate public schools or to contract for public school services.

local revenues: Include revenues from such sources as local property and nonproperty taxes, investments, and student activities such as textbook sales, transportation and tuition fees, and food service revenues. [R1A, R1B, R1C, R1D, R1E, R1F, R1G, R1H, R1I, R1J, R1K, R1L, R1M, R1N, and subtotal STR1. R1F and R1H are not included in STR1.]

NPEFS: National Public Education Financial Survey, a component of the Common Core of Data (CCD).
 
object: A category of expenditure defining the service or commodity bought.

operations and maintenance: One of nine subfunctions (2600) within the expenditure function support services (2000). It includes expenditures for the supervision of operations and maintenance, the operation of buildings, the care and upkeep of grounds and equipment, vehicle operations (other than student transportation) and maintenance, and security. [E216, E226, E236, E246, E256, E266, and subtotal STE26. NOTE: STE26 does not include E256.]

other support services: Combines three of nine subfunctions (2500, 2800, and 2900).  It includes expenditures for business support services (activities concerned with the fiscal operation of the LEA), central support services (activities, other than general administration, which support each of the other instructional and support services programs, including planning, research, development, evaluation, information, and data processing services), and other support services expenditures not reported elsewhere. [E218, E228, E238, E248, E258, E268, and subtotal STE28. NOTE: STE28 does not include E258.]

property: One of six expenditure objects (700).  Property includes expenditures for initial, additional, and replacement furniture and fixtures such as desks, file cabinets, computers, copying machines, printing equipment, and other equipment. Property expenditures are not included in current expenditure subtotals. [E17, E252, E253, E254, E255, E256, E257, E258, E3A2, E3B2, E62, E63, E82, E91, and subtotal TE10.  Property variables are excluded from all totals and subtotals in the file except for variables TE25, TE10, and TE11. Support services subtotal TE25 is the sum of E252, E253, E254, E255, E256, E257, and E258.]

purchased services: One of six expenditure objects. It is for professional and technical services and the renting of equipment. [E13, E232, E233, E234, E235, E236, E237, E238, E3A13, and E3B13. TE23 is the sum of E232, E233, E234, E235, E236, E237, and E238.]

revenues: Additions to assets that do not incur an obligation that must be met at some future date, do not represent exchanges of fixed assets, and are available for expenditure by the local education agencies in the state. Revenues include funds from local, intermediate, state, and federal sources.

salaries: One of six expenditure objects (100). It includes the gross salaries of permanent and temporary staff on the payroll of LEAs, including those substituting for permanent employees. Salaries for full- and part-time staff are included along with overtime and salaries for staff on sabbatical leave. Also included are supplemental amounts for additional duties such as coaching or supervising extracurricular activities, bus supervision, and summer school teaching. [E11, E212, E213, E214, E215, E216, E217, E218, E3A11, and E3B11. Support services subtotal TE21 is the sum of E212, E213, E214, E215, E216, E217, and E218.]

school administration: One of nine subfunctions (2400) within the expenditure function support services (2000). It includes expenditures for the office of the principal, full-time department chairpersons, and graduation expenses. [E215, E225, E235, E245, E255, E265, and subtotal STE25. STE25 does not include E255.]

state revenues: Include both direct funds from state governments and funds in lieu of taxation.  Revenues in lieu of taxes are paid to compensate a school district for nontaxable state institutions or facilities within the district’s boundary.  [R3]

student membership: Annual headcount of students enrolled in school on October 1 or the school day closest to that date.  In any given year, some small schools will not have any students. 

student support services: One of nine subfunctions (2100) within the expenditure function support services (2000). It includes attendance and social work, guidance, health, psychological services, speech pathology, audiology, and other student support services. [E212, E222, E232, E242, E252, E262, and subtotal STE22. NOTE: STE22 does not include E252.]

student transportation: One of nine subfunctions (2700) within the expenditure function support services (2000). It includes expenses for the supervision, vehicle operation, monitoring, and vehicle servicing and maintenance associated with student transportation services. [E217, E227, E237, E247, E257, E267, and subtotal STE27. NOTE: STE27 does not include E257.]

supplies: One of six expenditure objects (line item 600). Supplies are items that are consumed, wear out, or deteriorate through use, or items that lose their identity through fabrication or incorporation into different or more complex units or substances. These include expenditures for general supplies; paper and other materials required for printing and copying; and books, periodicals, and reference materials. [E16, E242, E243, E244, E245, E246, E247, E248, E3A14, and E3B14. Support services subtotal TE24 is the sum of E242, E243, E244, E245, E246, E247, and E248.]

support services: An expenditure function (2000) divided into nine subfunctions:  student support services (2100), instructional staff support (2200), general administration (2300), school administration (2400), operations and maintenance (2600), student transportation (2700), and other support services (2500, 2800, 2900). [Support services subtotal STE2T is the sum of subtotals STE22, STE23, STE24, STE25, STE26, STE27, and STE28. STE2T is also the sum of subtotals TE21, TE22, TE23, TE24 and TE26.]

teacher salaries - other programs: Salaries for teachers in programs other than regular education, special education or vocational education. Include salaries in alternative education programs. [E11D]
 
teacher salaries - regular education: Salaries for teachers in regular education programs, grades: Prekindergarten, Kindergarten, Ungraded and Grades 1 through 12.  Missing data are included in the amount reported for Instruction Salaries. Include salaries in alternative education programs. [E11A]
 
teacher salaries - special education: Salaries for teachers in special education programs, relating to intellectual disability, orthopedic impairment, emotional disturbance, developmental delay, specific learning disabilities, multiple disabilities, hearing impairment, other health impairments, visual impairments including blindness, autism, deaf-blindness, traumatic brain injury, and speech or language impairments. Include salaries in alternative education programs. [E11B]
 
teacher salaries - vocational education: Salaries for teachers in vocational and technical programs. Include salaries in alternative education programs. [E11C]
 
textbook expenditures: Expenditures for textbooks used in instructing students. Missing data are included in the amount reported Instruction Supplies. [E2]
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